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• Why are there so many programming languages? 

 

• Why are there new programming languages? 

 

• What is a good programming language? 
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Why are there so many programming languages? 

Application domains have distinctive/conflicting needs. 
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Why are there new programming languages? 

Claim: Programmer training is the dominant cost for a 
programming language. 

 



Alex Aiken 

Economy 
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What is a good programming language? 
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Application domains have conflicting needs. 

 

 

Programmer training is the dominant cost for a 
programming language. 

 


